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151 Gropp Avenue Hamilton, NJ 08610
Phone: 609-585-7733
www.srsnj.org

Inspired by Faith Empowered by Knowledge United by Community
January 13, 2022
Dear Parents/Guardians,
As we are approaching the end of the second week of school in this brand new year, we
continue to navigate many challenges related to all things COVID-19. I had hoped and
prayed that by this time we would be in a much different place, but unfortunately, that is
NOT the case. Over the course of this past week, I have diligently watched COVID
numbers RISE every day both in and out the school building.
We have received phone calls and emails regarding our COVID protocols and
questioning whether we will we be making any changes to our protocols due to the most
recent update from the New Jersey Department of Health published on January 10,
2022. After conducting significant research and extensive prayerful reflection … I ask
that you please note the following:
 We are still dealing with a global pandemic … 22 months and counting.
 Our goal to provide IN PERSON instruction continues to be our PRIORITY.
 ALL decisions made are:


to ensure the health, safety, and well-being of not only our students but
our teachers and staff and the families they care for as well.

 NOT politically motivated nor driven by personal agenda.

2

 Recent changes made to the guidance provided by the NJDOH reduce the
quarantine period, regardless of vaccination status to 5 days. It also states that a
STRICT masking protocol must be adhered to. Everyone is to wear a wellfitting mask … to be worn OVER the nose and under the chin … for 10 FULL
days. This means the mask CANNOT be removed in the presence of others.
Following this new protocol would SIGNIFICANTLY impact a child’s ability
to eat and drink anything while in school. This is IMPOSSIBLE to do in a
school.
 Please take note of your child’s/children’s mask(s). Does it fit properly? Is a
clean mask being worn each day? Are multiple masks being brought to school to
allow for a change of mask if necessary? There is NOT a person in this school
building that DISLIKES wearing a mask more than I do … trust and believe …
but I wear mine faithfully EVERY day to keep myself and those around me
SAFE and to model adherence to an established rule. Please also note that much
of our day is spent CONTINUOUSLY reminding and/or insisting on proper
mask etiquette at ALL grade levels.
 Right before Christmas, while CALI numbers were HIGH, the NJDOH made the
decision to reduce the quarantine requirements from 14 days with NO test out
option to 10 days with a test out option between Days 5 and 7 and a return to
school date of Day 8 with a NEGATIVE COVID results. I was absolutely NOT
comfortable with that change in protocol and stated as much. Then we moved to
Christmas Break. Upon returning from Christmas Break, the number of COVID
exposures and POSITIVE cases has NEVER been HIGHER.
 If the data reflects a continuous rise in COVID exposures and POSITIVE cases,
it would be INCREDIBLY IRRESPONSIBLE to change our existing
protocols.
 We are NOT looking to create any more undue stress, anxiety or further
complicate daily life for you, your children, your family AND our very own
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faculty and staff as they are also dealing with adhering to the same protocols .
We are trying our VERY BEST to keep EVERYONE SAFE.
 Other institutions may have chosen to make adjustments to their COVID
protocols, however, at this present time, we … along with several other
Catholic schools in the area … are NOT. Putting ANYONE in this building in
harm’s way when dealing with COVID-19 … or anything else for that matter …
is NOT a risk I am willing to take.

Thank you for your patience and understanding during this very challenging time.

I wish you God’s peace and protection.

God Bless.
Mrs. Cwirko

